
iMapInvasives is New York’s data management system designed to assist professionals and citizen scientists protecting 

our state’s resources from the threat of invasive species. This comprehensive invasive species database, managed by 

the NY Natural Heritage Program, can be used for sharing data on infestations and management efforts 

and staying informed through email alerts and GIS-based reports. 
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MOBILE APP UPDATES:

T

he iMapInvasives Mobile app 

provides a convenient way to 

collect invasive species observation 

data for iMapInvasives while in 

the field. With assistance from a 

volunteer, NYNHP updates the app 

periodically to reduce bugs and to 

add new features. Recent and future 

additions to the latest version of the 

iMapInvasives Mobile App (version 

2.0.47) have included: 

Assessment questions: Additional 

assessment questions for terrestrial 

plant and insect observations, but 

do not constitute a full assessment 

in iMapInvasives, however, these 

questions are very helpful to provide 

context for an observation. 

User Account instructions: When 

someone installs the app for the first 

time, a message displays providing 

details about how to obtain an 

iMapInvasives account. 

Take Photo button : Provides a

helpful button to take a photo for an 

observation.

UPDATES COMING SOON:

Improved photo orientation: 

Currently, users of both Android and 

iOS versions of the mobile app have 

noticed photos they capture are 

incorrectly rotated. This issue will be 

fixed in the next version of the app. 

More intuitive error messages :

While using the app, users 

occasionally may encounter error 

messages that are difficult to 

understand. These messages will be 

more helpful in the future. 

Corrected location behavior: 

Users have noticed when editing 

a previously-captured record in 

iMapInvasives, occasionally the GPS 

will update to the user’s current 

location while editing the record 

instead of saving the previously-

captured location. This issue will be 

addressed in the next release. 

CHANGE BRINGS OPPORTUNITY 
Submitted by John Marino, GIS Applications Developer

Top-left: Screen shot of the new iMapInvasives 

website homescreen.

Top-Right: A new user learns how to submit 

observations using an Android tablet.

Bottom-left: New iMapInvasives user, Paxton 

LaJoie, creating her first observation in the 

mobile app using her smart phone.

Photos by Britney Rogers

 NEW iMAP WEBSITE:

H

ave you visited NYiMapInvasives 

website lately? If so, you may 

have noticed a new, fresh look 

for the website that provides 

information you need to know 

for the iMapInvasives database. 

We have created a user friendly, 

streamlined look for our users, while 

providing additional resources and 

information for those interested in 

learning more about NY’s invasive 

species. This change includes a more 

responsive web design for users with 

different devices, including mobile 

phones. Keep an eye out for new 

features and sections on the site!

Be sure to download the free  

Mobile App from the Apple or 

Google Play stores.

 

If you encounter any difficulty using 

the iMapInvasives mobile app, new 

website, or newsletter, email us at:  

iMapInvasives@nynhp.org

www.nyimapinvasives.org

http://www.nyimapinvasives.org
mailto:iMapInvasives%40nynhp.org?subject=iMap%20Newsletter%20Change%20article%20
http://www.nyimapinvasives.org
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C

itizen scientists, educators, 

students and natural resource 

professionals interested in 

protecting our natural areas are 

all eligible to become trainers. The 

certification process is simple; 

participate in the initial online 

training, submit a certification 

plan and begin hosting your own 

trainings. Each training is unique 

and can range to include instruction 

on how to use the online database, 

creating observations, surveys, and 

assessments or how to identify 

invasive species and submit 

observations using the mobile 

application.  

   There are currently two tiers of 

certified trainers, Basic and Master, 

and vary only based on the number 

of trainings each has hosted. All 

of the resources needed to host 

a training have been created and 

are made available to trainers, 

so creating new materials is not 

necessary, saving time and efforts in 

the planning processes.  

   There are many personal and 

professional benefits to participating 

in the Certified Trainers Network, 

including increased networks, 

diverse experiences and spreading 

awareness of invasive species. The 

opportunities to become involved 

in local and statewide projects, like 

the NY Invasive Species Awareness 

Week, are endless. 

   Contact Brittney Rogers to join 

the iMapInvasives Certified Trainers 

Network and train others how to  

identify, observe and report invasive 

species across New York State.

Brittney Rogers,

iMapInvasives 

Research Project Assistant

Graduate Student, SUNY ESF

Brrogers@syr.edu

Visit the Certified Trainers Network 

A word from the Network

Frank Williams, iMapInvasives Certified Trainer

   As an avid Fly Fisherman, I have 

been looking for ways to protect our 

Native Brook Trout population in the 

Adirondacks. My first iMapInvasives 

class pointed out the consequences 

of the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid and 

how the loss of Hemlocks could 

affect the stream habitat. That 

began my first series of observations 

in Hemlock stands. 

   As I learned more about the 

powerful iMap mobile app and 

the iMap website, I realized the 

potential of how my observations 

could augment those of people 

around the state. Observations, 

surveys, assessments and 

treatments plans could be 

coordinated through this very 

powerful program. 

   This year I became a Certified 

Trainer for iMapInvasives, and am 

learning more and more about this 

dynamic database, training and 

reporting system. It is extremely 

well-designed. 

   One of the things I like most about 

iMapInvasives is the hotlines in the 

help system that take you to exactly 

what you need to learn as you are 

using the website.

   I use many apps in my fly fishing 

and hiking — the iMapInvasives’ 

app is very easy to use and learn 

for your field observations. This app 

can automatically populate GPS 

coordinates to an observation - 

which is a great time saver. 

   Most of all, you will find the people 

behind iMapInvasives very helpful, 

dedicated, and knowledgable 

about the program and the invasive 

species in our state. 

   I encourage you to become an 

iMapInvasives Certified Trainer. 

You’ll meet some great people and 

be part of a terrific Team.

Best regards,

Frank

CERTIFIED TRAINERS NETWORK

   The more information NY has about invasive species, the more effective our 

efforts are to minimize impacts on the places we love. The iMapInvasives Certified 

Trainers Network helps by growing the number of people knowledgeable about, and 

looking for, invasive species, which boosts our ability to catch new invaders early.  

Observation submitted to iMapInvasives of 

Hemlock Wooly Adelgid NOT-detected. 

Reported by Frank Williams, March 2018

mailto:Brrogers@syr.edu
http://www.nyimapinvasives.org/certifiedtrainersnetwork
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S

ummer is in full swing in New 

York State, and our insect 

populations welcome the warm 

weather. Many of our native species 

are crawling, climbing, and flying 

around the landscape. But this year, 

a new species may join their ranks 

- the spotted lanternfly (Lycorma 

delicatula). And unlike many of our 

beneficial native species, this insect 

poses a significant threat to New 

York’s agricultural sector. 

   The spotted lanternfly is native 

to China, India, and Vietnam but 

invasive in much of Southeast Asia, 

including South Korea, where they 

are considered a destructive pest. 

The species was first detected in 

the United States in Berks County, 

Pennsylvania in September 2014, 

although evidence in the form of 

old egg masses indicate that the 

species has been present in the state 

since 2012. In November 2017, a 

deceased individual was detected in 

Delaware county, New York. Officials 

suspect it arrived on an interstate 

shipment. 

   This insect does not consume 

fruit or foliage - rather, they have 

mouthparts perfectly adapted to 

pierce the woody parts of plants, 

enabling them to feed on the 

vulnerable conductive tissues 

within. They have already shown an 

inclination for several Northeastern 

tree species, which develop 

weeping wounds wherever they 

are punctured by the insects. The 

damage incurred by the lanternfly 

stresses the tree and increases 

its vulnerability to pathogens. If 

the trees defenses are sufficiently 

undermined, it may succumb to 

mortality. 

   More worrying still, the spotted 

lanternfly has also demonstrated 

an appetite for apples, grapes, 

and hops, which are three crucially 

important agricultural species in 

New York. NY is the second biggest 

producer of apples in the country 

(beat out only by Washington state). 

The wine and grape industry is 

worth billions, heavily concentrated 

in the Finger Lakes region. Recent 

legislation has formalized an attempt 

to revitalize our hop industry, with 

microbreweries popping up across 

the state. Establishment of this sap-

sucking invasive could potentially 

threaten all three sectors, costing 

farmers, consumers, and taxpayers 

alike. 

   Several state departments are 

coordinating to inform farmers of 

the new threat, and to increase 

inspections at transportation hubs 

for the adults immatures and egg 

SPOTTED LANTERNFLY 

The Sap-Sucking Invasive

Submitted by Sarah Welz, SUNY ESF undergraduate student

Photos Page 4: 

Top-right: Spotted lanternfly adult.

Bottom-right: Immature lanternfly (final instar).

Bottom-left: Many adults feeding on a host tree.

Photos: Lawrence Barringer, PA Dept. of Ag.

Photos Page 5:

Top-left: Old egg cluster on host tree, Kenneth 

R. Law, USDA APHIS PPQ, Bugwood.org.

Top-right: Tree-of-heaven, iMapInvasives 

observation, Scott Ward SUNY Brockport.
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masses. Individuals of the species 

are easily identified. Adults are 

approximately 1” long and ½” wide, 

with a black head and legs and a 

yellow abdomen with black banding. 

Their forewings are grey with black 

spots, and they have distinctly pink 

hindwings.

   The invasive Tree-of-Heaven, 

Ailanthus altissima, is also in the 

spotlight as a preferred host plant 

for the spotted lanternfly.  Early 

detection monitoring is now 

happening throughout the state 

by wrapping sticky bands around 

the trunks of large Tree-of-heaven 

trunks. 

   Natural resource professionals are 

asking for your help in the hunt for 

tree-of-heaven, especially those over 

6 inches at DBH (diameter breast 

height). If you record tree-of-heaven, 

be sure to include the DBH.

   The New York State Department 

of Environmental Conservation 

and Agriculture and Markets urges 

communities to report any sightings 

of this species to spottedlanternfly@

dec.ny.gov in addition to reporting 

your observations to iMapInvasives.

Are you visiting a Spotted Lanternfly 

quarantine area? Here’s how you 

can help! Check your vehicle (or 

camper, truck, trailer, baggage, etc.) 

for insects or egg masses before 

travelling home or out of the area to 

reduce the risk of spreading the pest 

to non-quarantined areas.

Below: Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture

mailto:spottedlanternfly%40dec.ny.gov?subject=Spotted%20Lanternfly
mailto:spottedlanternfly%40dec.ny.gov?subject=Spotted%20Lanternfly
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O

n May 31, during an iMap 

training at the Iroquois National 

Wildlife Refuge in New York, I 

met Garrett Koplun, a Forester 

for NYSDEC Region 8. Garrett led 

our group to the location where a 

new Mile-a-Minute infestation was 

discovered in the Town of Oakland 

so we could see the invasive up 

close and personal.     

   The invasive vine, mile-a-minute 

(Persicaria perfoliata) is quite 

common in the lower Hudson Valley 

and Long Island regions of New York, 

but is rare and considered an early 

detection species elsewhere in the 

state. Catching a new infestation 

early is key, as this annual plant 

can be controlled by hand pulling in 

small infestations. 

   In September of 2016, Garrett’s 

office was informed by the Finger 

Lakes Partnership for Regional 

Invasive Species Management 

(PRISM) confirmed that mile-a-

minute(MAM) was in Geneseo. 

“The find was on the property 

boundary of three adjoining private 

landowners; an 80-foot stretch 

of hedgerow.   We immediately 

began planning with local partners: 

FL PRISM, Finger Lakes Institute, 

Livingston County and the Conesus 

Lake Association. There was little 

time left in the 2016 growing 

season, so we spent most of our 

efforts surveying the surrounding 

area and collecting and destroying 

MAM seeds,” said Garrett.  

   Their extensive management work 

began in 2017. “Survey work and 

vine pulling began in June of 2017.  

Mile-A...Wait a Minute!
Submitted by Jessica Ingham, iMapInvasives Education/Outreach Intern

Photos Page 6: 

Top-left: Mile a minute climbing a tree, Garret 

Koplun NYSDEC Region 8 Forester.

Top-right: Mile a minute sprouts, Garret Koplun.

Bottom center: Mile-a-minute reported to  data-

base, Somers NY submitted by Robert MacGre-

gor, Somers Land Trust.

Photos Page 7: 

Top-right: Brandon Anderson and Lydia Martin, 

interns from SUNY ESF, Garret Koplun.

Middle-Right: Close up of flowers and fruit, 

Garret Koplun.

Botton-left: MAM at the Iroquois National 

Wildlife Refuge, Jessica Ingham.
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Roughly 90 acres were thoroughly 

inspected during a survey of the 

surrounding properties.  MAM was 

found in four patches within an area 

roughly 10 acres in size.  Five field 

outings from early-June through 

mid-September were dedicated to 

pulling every vine found.   All MAM 

plant parts were collected in trash 

bags and solarized before disposing.  

A total of 134 field hours were 

spent on the project in 2017. Nearly 

every forester and forest technician 

in Region 8 was involved on the 

project,” mentioned Garrett. The 

work in Geneseo is still an ongoing 

process for Garrett and his team. 

   When a second infestation of 

MAM was confirmed in the Town 

of Oakland, just 30 miles away 

from the original find, the team 

formed a plan to eradicate it. “Two 

ESF internship positions have been 

approved to assist on the project 

this summer; Brandon Anderson 

and Lydia Martin. In addition to 

surveying and mechanical treatment 

of MAM, staff time will be devoted 

to education and outreach efforts. 

Post cards have been developed for 

mailing to residents within a mile of 

the infestation sites. Discussions are 

beginning now on workshop ideas 

for public education,” added Garrett. 

   Garrett and his team will 

continue to be working on this 

project throughout the summer 

and entering their location 

and treatment records into 

iMapInvasives. How to identify MAM: 

Mile-a-minute is listed as a Prohibited 

Species under 6 NYCRR Part 575 

regulation, as infestations reduce 

plant species diversity and disrupt 

wildlife habitats. MAM has long 

recurved barbs allowing it to climb 

easily. The leaves are a nearly perfect 

triangular shape, and light green 

in color. When the small, white, 

inconspicuous flowers are pollinated 

they form spikes of blue, berry-like 

fruits, each containing a single black 

seed. Vines can grow up to 6 inches 

per day. If you see it, report it. Make 

sure to include pictures of the stem 

and leaves to help with identification.

For more MAM information visit NYIS.INFO

http://nyis.info/invasive_species/mile-a-minute/


T

he 2018 iMapInvasives Spring 

Training Blitz has been a success!  

This year we held nine training 

events and trained over 170 people 

to use iMapInvasives, both the 

online database and the mobile 

app.  Our trainings provide a great 

opportunity to get out and meet 

other people interested in reporting 

invasive species across the state.   

   Since 2010, the iMapInvasives 

team has annually held trainings 

in each of the eight Partnerships 

for Regional Invasive Species 

Management (PRISMs) across New 

York State. 

   Trainings were held from Canton to 

Basom and Oswego to Brentwood,  

focusing on different priority species 

including the emerald ash borer, 

hemlock wooly adelgid, mile-a-

minute spotted lanternfly, tree-of-

heaven, and water chestnut. 

   This has been the first year that 

iMapInvasives offered a Certified 

Trainers Network.  We are pleased 

to report that Leah Gorman, Capital 

Mohawk PRISM, Frank Williams, 

Citizen Scientist and Megan 

Pistolese, from the SLELO PRISM, all 

of whom became certified trainers 

and held two of the nine trainings 

for the Spring Blitz.  Thank you, 

NY iMapInvasives uses social media to help to keep our followers interested in invasive species up-to-date on 

trainings, events or intersting articles to share. We have been primarily using Facebook for the past four years, and 

just recently, we launched an Instagram page! Instagram is another social media platform to help us tay connected. 

Each week we will be posting an invasive species highlight for our followers, to see if they can identify the invasive 

of the week! Don’t miss out on the fun... follow us! 

We are @NYiMapInvasives 

Connect with us...

OVER 198,000 OBSERVATIONS

150,800  Bulk Uploads

36,800 Online 

11,200 Mobile-App

Contact Us:

New York Natural Heritage Program 

625 Broadway 5th Floor 

Albany, NY  12203

T: 518-402-8913

E: iMapInvasives@nynhp.org

W: www.nyimapinvasives.org

Leah, Frank and Megan, for your help 

and keep up the good work!  If you 

would like to become part of the 

network, please contact Brittney 

Rogers at brrogers@syr.edu or visit 

our website for more information. 

   2018 is already proving to be a 

very successful training year for 

our team, already hosting nearly 

60 trainings, we look forward to 

working with each of you through 

the rest of  the year!  

   For more information about 

upcoming trainings in your area, 

please visit our website, specifically 

the training page. 

Spring Training Blitz Success

Submitted by Colleen Lutz, iMapInvasives Assistant Biologist

tel:+5184028913
mailto:iMapInvasives%40nynhp.org?subject=
mailto:brrogers@syr.edu
http://www.nyimapinvasives.org/training
https://www.facebook.com/NYiMapInvasives/
https://www.instagram.com/nyimapinvasives/
mailto:imapinvasives%40nynhp.org?subject=iMAP%20NEWSLETTER%20ISSUE%201%20
http://www.nyimapinvasives.org/

